
 

 

Revival of ‘Sweet Mambo’ in May 2022 
  
In May 2022, the ensemble of the Tanztheater Wuppertal Pina Bausch is reviving ‘Sweet Mambo’ as its 
third production of the season, performed by the original cast. It is Pina Bausch’s penultimate piece, 
created in 2008. 
  
Performances at the Wuppertal opera house on 26, 27, 28 and 29 May 
Booking opens at 10 a.m. on 31 March, www.pina-bausch.de 
Tickethotline Kulturkarte 0202 5637666 
  
Pina Bausch dedicated the piece to a generation of iconic dancers with whom she had created many 
works. It is a gift, or perhaps a tribute to them. With its set design by Peter Pabst and costumes by Mar-
ion Cito, ‘Sweet Mambo’ is the result of an unusual venture by the choreographer: Following on from 
Bamboo Blues, an international coproduction that was created in 2007 after a research trip by the com-
pany to India, she wanted to see if two completely different pieces could be created from the same 
starting point (i.e., inspiration and movement material), if danced by two different casts.  
  
Pina Bausch’s penultimate piece is performed by its original cast, with one exception – Naomi Brito 
dances the role originally created by Regina Advento. In order to support the revival and transmission 
process of this gentle, melancholy piece, artistic director Bettina Wagner-Bergelt draws on a practice 
that proved very successful in 2021, when Saar Magal directed the re-staging of The Piece with the 
Ship: This time, she has asked the Norwegian choreographer Alan Lucien Øyen to accompany the re-
vival process of ‘Sweet Mambo’ in an artistic capacity.  
 
The music in the piece is by Barry Adamson, Mina Agossi, René Aubry, Mari Boine. Lisa Ekdahl, Brian 
Eno, Mecca Bodegas, Jun Miyake, Hazmat Modine, Lucky Pierre, Portishead, Ryuichi Sakamoto, Hope 
Sandoval, Gustavo Santaolalia, Trygve Seim, Nina Simone, Ian Simmonds, Tom Waits and others. 
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