
 

Press Release, 14 January 2022 
  

After a long break from performing in Wuppertal due to the pandemic and flood damage 
at the opera house, the Tanztheater Wuppertal is delighted to finally return to the stage of 
the Wuppertal Opera House. The ensemble presents the world premiere of Schlafende 
Frau (Sleeping Woman) by the choreographer and member of the ensemble Rainer Behr 
and the re-staging of The Piece with the Ship by Pina Bausch.  
  
Artistic director Bettina Wagner-Bergelt and managing director Roger Christmann say: 
“Given the current coronavirus situation, it is a small miracle that after so many postponed 
performances, we are finally able to perform Schlafende Frau and The Piece with the 
Ship for our Wuppertal audience and visiting guests on the stage of the opera house. It is 
a great privilege and we are very grateful. We will continue to do everything to keep eve-
ryone safe and healthy while also supporting our artists in their vital desire to work and 
enabling our audiences take part in cultural and creative activities.” 
  
Schlafende Frau by Rainer Behr – 20 to 23 January 2022,  
Wuppertal Opera House 
 
Working closely with Susanne Stehle (costumes), Michael Simon (stage and lighting) and 
Andreas Eisenschneider (music), the Wuppertal ensemble explores the theme of dissolu-
tion in Rainer Behr’s new production. Through a kaleidoscopic narrative and sensuous 
and highly dynamic dances, Behr and the dancers probe transitional zones that oscillate 
between world-threatening apocalyptic scenarios and a longing for hopeful visions of the 
future. On the one hand there is rage and disorientation, and on the other hand there is 
the desire for an awakening, a future and new beginnings.  
With Emma Barrowman, Andrey Berezin, Jonathan Fredrickson*, Blanca Noguerol Ramí-
rez, Milan Nowoitnick Kampfer, Nazareth Panadero*, Julie Shanahan, Ekaterina 
Shushakova, Julie Anne Stanzak, Julian Stierle, Christopher Tandy, Stephanie Troyak* 
and Tsai-Chin Yu 
*as guests 
  
Supported by the Kunststiftung NRW 
  
Tickets for the premiere of Schlafende Frau can be booked on pina-bausch.de or Kulturkarte 0202 563 76 66.  
Despite the coronavirus regulations published by the state of North Rhine-Westphalia on 13 January 2022, an en-
hanced version of the “2G+”-rules are in place for all visits to the Wuppertal Opera House, in accordance with a deci-
sion made by the crisis committee of the municipality of Wuppertal. Please visit pina-bausch.de for further infor-
mation.  
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The Piece with the Ship 
A piece by Pina Bausch 
  
28 to 30 January 2022, Wuppertal Opera House 
 
Last performed in Saitama, Japan, 25 years ago, The Piece with the Ship was re-staged 
in 2020/21 with an intergenerational cast predominantly made up of the ensemble’s 
younger dancers. They are dancers who never met Pina Bausch personally, but who are 
finding their own kind of freedom in the choreography through working with the Israeli 
choreographer and director Saar Magal, the internationally renowned rehearsal director 
Niv Marinberg and the Tanztheater’s rehearsal directors Barbara Kaufmann, Helena 
Pikon and Julie Stanzak. Characterised by sweet melancholy, delicate humour and zestful 
dancing, the piece depicts a community stranded in an abandoned place where people 
seek rescue. A beach without an ocean, a ship without water. People who have been torn 
from everyday life, poised between extreme vulnerability and a strong will to survive, 
dance as if their lives depended on it. 
With Dean Biosca, Gabriel Brito, Christoph Iacono*, Maria Giovanna Delle Donne,Taylor 
Drury, Çağdaş Ermiş, JonathanFredrickson*, Ditta Miranda Jasjfi, Milan Nowoitnick 
Kampfer, Nayoung Kim, Yosuke Kusano*, Alexander Lopez Guerra, Blanca Noguerol 
Ramírez, Emma Barrowman, Ekaterina Shushakova, Oleg Stepanov, Julian Stierle, Mi-
chael Strecker, Christopher Tandy, Stephanie Troyak*, Tsai-Wei Tien, Ophelia 
Young*,Tsai-Chin Yu and Aida Vainieri 
*guest artist 
  
Tickets for The Piece with the Ship are unfortunately already sold out! 
  
 
Looking back on the 2021/2022 season – September to December 2021 

  
Braving strict hygiene regulations and complicated travel logistics, the ensemble com-
pleted successful tours to Clermont-Ferrand, Saint Petersburg, the Ludwigsburg Schloss-
festspiele, Lublin, Luxembourg, Ludwigshafen and Montpellier. They performed Wiesen-
land, Vollmond, Palermo Palermo and Kontakthof. The latter featured an entirely new cast 
and will also be presented in London and Charleroi soon. 
  
The world premiere of Ectopia by the multi-award-winning American choreographer Rich-
ard Siegal with the ensemble of the Tanztheater was moved to a new venue, the Forum 
Leverkusen, and received rave reviews from the national and international press. In a cre-
ation process led by Siegal, the dancers of the ensemble exposed themselves to a self-
generating sculpture by the world-renowned British Indian sculptor Anish Kapoor. The 
process was accompanied by the composer alva noto and the lighting designer Matthias 
Singer. 
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Supported by the Dr Werner Jackstädt Foundation. 
  
The 48-hour festival underdogs and role models, which was due to take place in Decem-
ber 2021 as part of Pina Bausch Centre under construction 2021, had to be postponed to 
6-8 May 2022. Instead, in a first for the cultural sector, the Tanztheater worked with Fri-
days for Future, the world’s largest youth movement, and the artist Knut Klaßen to project 
the demands of the Wuppertal chapter of Fridays for Future on to the façade of the 
Schauspielhaus for three nights.     
  
As part of the Tanztheater’s education project Searching & Finding, 21 students from the 
Berufskolleg Kohlstraße worked with the choreographer and former Pina Bausch dancer 
Jorge Puerta Armenta and a group of Wuppertal artists from various disciplines, sup-
ported by a production team. For three weeks, the young people developed and tested 
ideas, working six hours a day (including breaks). The result was a very moving prome-
nade performance with stations that were designed by the students themselves: video, 
dance, drawings, stories – partly in their own languages – with costumes from different 
cultural contexts, choreographies, experimental music and more. The performance was 
presented internally in the school in November 2021 and then for a public audience at the 
Schauspielhaus/future Pina Bausch Centre. The project is supported by the Art Mentor 
Foundation Lucerne. 
 


